
A Message from the Principal ~ September 2017 

  

                      Ghent’s Vision: We're preparing strong, self-motivated learners!  

Welcome back parents and families, and thank you for the super turnout at Open 

House. Our school focus remains reading with best practices adopted by the school 

for use at every grade level.  Last year we launched our Sustained Silent Reading 

(SSR 14.2) best practice based on reading research showing that students who 

read independently for 14.2 minutes per day achieve at the 80th percentile (that’s 

in the top 20%) on reading comprehension assessments. We have added vocabulary 

development as our second best practice at every grade level, based on the 

research showing that direct vocabulary instruction on words related to content 

results in performance at the 83rd percentile for those students who previously 

performed at the 50th percentile before a program of direct instruction.  We plan 

to over-communicate our work on these two practices this year, so that all 

students, staff, and families are familiar with what we do at school and can assist 

at home. 

I am asking parents to make four commitments for the school year, as follows:  

1. Commit (if dropping off in the a.m.) to a stop and go mindset – and do have 

students exit cars on the school side (it is safer).  The further you pull up in 

the drop-off lane the better for all. 

2. Commit to not picking students up early for school – but if you must, get 

here by 2:30 to wait in the lobby.  Arriving at the last minute as we are 

working on dismissal to 24 buses is disruptive to a safe and smooth 

operation. 

3. Commit to getting students here on time – the instructional day begins at 

8:15 (students can enter the school as early as 7:55) 

4. Commit to letting students make their own way to the classroom – this 

fosters independence and is least disruptive to the teachers’ opening 

routines. 

Finally, the PTA has asked that I promote our Fall Carnival early and often. I look 

forward to seeing everyone on Saturday, October 21 for the Ghent School Fall 

Carnival. Watch this space for further details! 

Check our school website (accessible from the NPS website) later this month for 

newsletters from all grade levels.  


